
UCKFIELD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
STEERING GROUP

MINUTES

MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 17th APRIL 2014 at 1800hrs in the Green Room of the Civic Centre

PRESENT

1 Norman Wood Chairman NW

2 Richard Judge Social Media Co-ordinator RJ

3 Ashley Serpis Town Clerk, Uckfield Town Council AS

4 Lynne Willcock Secretary LTW

5 Martyn Stenning MJS

6 Mike Pollington MP

7 Mel Sanders MS

8 Cllr Paul Sparks PS

9 Peter Griggs PG

10 Cllr Sam Bryant SB

11 Simon Tuck ST

APOLOGIES

Alison Eardley AE

Cllr Helen Firth Vice-Chairman HF

Sharon Seaborne SS

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, RESIGNATIONS, APPOINTMENTS & VISITORS ACTION

We welcomed our visitors: 

Mick Harker, Chairman Uckfield Town Centre Steering Group 

Kelvin Williams, WDC Head of Planning and Environmental Services

Marina Brigginshaw, WDC Planning Policy Manager

Kelly Sharp, WDC Senior Planning Policy Officer Environment and Community Services, 

Uckfield Liaison Officer

LTW

2 QUESTIONS TO WEALDEN'S OFFICERS ACTION

Apologies were received from those listed above. Steering Group members unable to attend a meeting should 

notify the secretary in advance.

Both Derek Hainsworth and the Lanes do not wish to be on the Group or receive Minutes or documents, but 

have volunteered their services (not Sundays) for future initiatives.

We welcomed Madeleine Judge (MJ) onto the Steering Group.   It was agreed that she will take on the   role of 

Finance Co-ordinator, freeing HF from her previous confirmation.

We welcomed the return of Simon Tuck.

Level of support rather depends on UNPSG's requirements - ad hoc

The timing is too tight to dovetail the Referendum onto Elections in 2015 (i.e. probably cost-savings), in effect 

making UNDP's referendum a separate issue.

After SB's suggestion of contacting Liz Colwin and Louise Eastwood to ascertain if they were still interested in 

the Steering Group, there was no response from either, so they will be deleted from our role call.

Noted: to comply with Terms of Reference Section 7, once the situation is resolved with Dave Chapman, an 

updated contact list will be sent to UTC for their records.

1. What support - technical and other - are you able to provide to communities undertaking the Neighbourhood Plan?

It was noted that there is a number of Neighbourhood Plans within WDC's remit, therefore help and support is 

offered but this has to be prioritised within WDC.  However, there is no dedicated NP team within WDC

It was mentioned that the first grant of £5k is now available but the balance is held by WDC for the referendum 

&/c.  Mr. Williams commented that in all honesty the referendum will cost more than the balance so the Council 

will no doubt be out of pocket.

WDC could issue large scale maps for UNPSG's use for, e.g. public meetings, but WDC is bound by OS copyrights.  

MP asked if they could be produced in *.dwg format as he would be able to reproduce these in AO size.  WDC 

will investigate if this is possible.

1 of 12



UCKFIELD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
STEERING GROUP

MINUTES

MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 17th APRIL 2014 at 1800hrs in the Green Room of the Civic Centre

2 QUESTIONS TO WEALDEN'S OFFICERS (cont/d) ACTION

Local Development Schematics are available on WDC's websites so are in the public domain.

In a word, yes, as this is a requirement,

LTW

This Summer would see 3rd Consultation, but this could slip to provisionally September 2014 followed by 

examination (possibly November 2014) with an adoption date before April 2015, possibly February 2015.

Planning Applications received before the Summer of 2014 will be subject to Section 106 , although in all 

probability there will be no allocated moneys for Uckfield.

Although this does depend on the scope of the final Plan, WDC has a list of such general consultees.  Ms Sharp 

will email the list to LTW who will circulate once received.

6. Can they [WDC] provide a list of plans and studies that would be helpful in terms of constructing both the evidence base 

and Consultation Statement?

There is already a list of Housing and Social elements (e.g. Strategic Housing Assessments) available on WDC's 

website but any requests for information must be specific as various topics have huge piles of data in WDC's 

possession.

A good source for more up to date information gathering (some of WDC's figures held on file are out of date) is 

the website 'East Sussex in Figures' - WDC garner information from this site.

Any CIL will be similar to Section 106, probably 15 or 25% paid in slices but capped to £100 per property, 

although it must be noted that any funding will have to be specific, e.g. education, roads, open spaces, it will not 

be an open-book.

4. Will Wealden involve UNPSG in the decision on who will examine the document [final Plan]?

5. Are there any specific groups or organisations that Wealden would recommend speaking to during the engagement 

phase?

2. What are the (emerging)strategic objectives of the District Council?

WDC is very much limited by the Core Development Strategy and the Ashdown Forest's 7km exclusion zone.  

Planning Applications will be considered but by far the majority will not progress further than the registration 

period.

3. What is the current status regarding the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) in Wealden?  Are you going to be 

implementing it, and if so, what is the timescale for this?  What is the impact of timescale on the potential funding that 

would come to Uckfield from the 1,000 homes development?

7. Can Wealden explain how the Strategy Plan (Core Development Plan) will impinge on UNDP's decisions?

WDC advised that any NDP is not responsible for strategic planning, this must be viewed as a localised policy, 

but this must fall within the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

Examples: Setting overall housing requirements = Strategic; Density and design = Local; Housing allocation = 

local; Primary and secondary developments = Strategic.

There are a number of other WDC's demesne's NDP currently on hold due to disagreements/non-conformity 

with the Core Development Strategy, e.g. Herstmonceux - public disagreement, and Crowborough.

Highlighting the following falls within Local decision making: Environment & Conservation such as addressing 

climate change, wildlife corridors, design and enhancing green open spaces.

8. Regarding the notion of a new Leisure Centre - is this an aspiration or a confirmed development within the Strategy Plan?  

What is the current status?

As there are no moneys at the moment in Sector 106 for a Leisure Centre there are no plans to construct a 

further one in WDC.  However, WDC waiting on Education and Leisure to assess the situation but there is no 

decision on this action as yet.
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UCKFIELD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
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MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY, 17th APRIL 2014 at 1800hrs in the Green Room of the Civic Centre

2 QUESTIONS TO WEALDEN'S OFFICERS (cont/d) ACTION

In addition to the above listed questions the following comments duly noted:

It was stressed that all current, approved Planning Applications are on hold - approved but not built.

It must be remembered that an NDP is NOT to be used as a tool to protect sites and areas.

3 MINUTES OF MEETING FROM 17th APRIL 2014 ACTION

LTW

4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES a/a ACTION

MJ

SB

10. In the light of 1. above, it was decided that at the moment our quorum will be set at 7

5 COMMINITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY ACTION

RJ/ ST/MJS

LOGO

NW

BUDGET will be discussed at the next meeting.

The topics of SANGS (Suitable Alternative Natural Green Space) and SAMMs (Strategic Access Management and 

Monitoring Measures) must always be deliverable within any plan and these issues are monitored for a number 

of years

After question time was completed, the 3 WDC's officers took their leave and the Group thanked them for their 

time, patience and attention.

5 & 6. Basically approved but was agreed that the Vision Statement should have 4th bullet point omitted (See 

Appendix 1)

7. ST has agreed to be part of the Transport & Infrastructure Theme Group; MJ has agreed to be part of Retail & 

Economy Theme Group; PS is happy to remain with Environment &/c Theme Group

It was agreed that there is to be a competition in Uckfield Community Technical College (UCTC) - we will utilise 

their graphics department.  It will be based on our five themes. Prizes will be offered via Amazon Vouchers, 

totalling £100 (1st = £50, 2nd= £30, 3rd=£20).  Probably the deadline will be July.  NW to speak to UCTC  to 

discuss viability/time-scales etc.

IT COMMUNICATIONS

The Chairman signed and dated the Minutes as a true recording on the proviso that LTW included the full 

Appendix 2 as the official attachment.

4. It was noted that MJ has now taken over the role of Finance Co-ordinator from HF.  AS requested that MJ 

liaises with Christine Weekly in UTC as soon as possible as there are bills to be paid etc.

4. Having not heard from Dave Chapman, SB has volunteered to contact him to ascertain his position on the 

Steering Group.

Thanks were extended to RJ for his investigation into website providers.  3 options were tabled but the vote was 

carried for Online Contact Management, which will cost between £5 to £15 per month.  RJ & ST will begin the 

process and offer a presentation next meeting.  MJS will provide a projector.

Regarding the Ashdown Forest's 7km exclusion zone - nitrogen emissions still a huge issue as levels are still high 

in the Forest, although it was stressed that fall-out from Gatwick Airport is not exacerbating the problem; 

present Nitrogen emissions are conflicting with the issues of wildlife habitats regulations/National Ecological 

Standards.

Due to the above ONLY brown field or conversions are being considered at the moment.  For instance the 

developments of the old St. Philip's priory in Newtown and the area behind Uckfield Community hospital are 

currently on hold as this would be classed as 'new'.

It was noted that the latter development mentioned here above has now been reduced to between 60-70 new 

residences, but it must be stressed that this is on hold.

Regarding nitrogen levels - Consultants are investigating the problem and will begin monitoring the air-quality 

for 1 year starting this Summer.  However, 6 yrs monitoring data is required.

In effect this negates any change in the 7kms regulation for at least 5 years, which although good for capping 

constructions will have a strangulation effect on Uckfield's business development.
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UCKFIELD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
STEERING GROUP

MINUTES
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5 COMMINITY ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY (cont/d) ACTION

Theme 

Groups

RJ  

It was noted that SB extended apologies and left the meeting at 1930hrs

6 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN THEME-GROUPS' REPORTS ACTION

RJ & MJ

ALL

It was noted that Mick Harker extended apologies and left the meeting at 2020hrs

We need to highlight Facebook and Twitter, plus advertising out email address and website when online.

A COMPETITION was discussed.  This could be done as a Prize Draw (prize??) after the completion of a short 

questionnaire given out on The Big Day and also via Survey Monkey on the website.

The questionnaire needs to be short but sweet, further discussion needed as to types of questions etc.  Theme 

Groups were asked to put forward suggestions.

RJ will liaise with AE whether the Survey Monkey data requires the submission of names and email addresses or 

whether just a postcode capture would be sufficient to meet the criterion of only Uckfield residents can 

complete.

The general consensus of opinion that in order to fight the town's apparent complacency, better advertising is 

very much needed.

RETAIL & ECONOMY - RJ & MJ have completed a hugely detailed survey of retail in and around the Town Centre 

and will extend this to include Businesses and Framfield Road.  Their summary and notes are included in 

Appendix 2, and the Group thanked them for their time and effort.  

RJ commented that in general, although larger retailers e.g. Sainsbury's, are keen to have a presence in Uckfield, 

overall the units are too small for them.

ENVIRONMENT - MJS reported still information gathering.  Considering a short questionnaire to be sent to 

various Environmental organisation.

HOUSING - MP reported from the recent Agents' Panel Workshop, see Appendix 3

MP commented that due to the Ashdown Forest's 7km protection zone there will be no further development in 

Uckfield (apart from the already agreed Ridgewood Farm site) for the forseeable future.  A debate ensued as to 

whether this Focus Group needs to be dropped - tbc

SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE - PG reported still information gathering, e.g. trying to ascertain GPs' surgeries 

numbers etc, information not readily available.  

TRANSPORT - MS reported still information gathering but is trying to avoid treading on the toes of Highways 

Department

It was agreed that the individual Theme Groups would meet independently and report to the Steering Group's 

next meeting

PUBLICITY & COMMUNICATIONS

A brainstorming of ideas produced the following: questionnaires, Uckfield FM, local papers,  talking to groups 

and organisations, churches, U3A Open Day, a reward for completing a survey,  BANNERS - SB suggestion - these 

could be put on NatWest's corner, West Park, Fernley Park and possibly the Nature Reserve, but permission 

must be sought from Wealden District Council.

We have the use of UTC's gazebo for The Big Day so could set up a stall.

We need to engage the youth of the town, so a presentation at UCTC was mentioned - to be investigated.

We need to liaise with existing groups, e.g. churches, Primary/Nursery Schools and UCTC.

A leaflet drop was mentioned but this would depend on the costs of printing and distribution - this could be 

untenable.   Further investigation required.

Advertising in empty shops needs investigation but the feeling was that Chris Lawson and Smith Oldfield would 

be agreeable.

Publicity could be included either as a separate leaflet or a paragraph in Uckfield Matters and TN22 (although 

this has limited circulation).  Also Uckfield News (online) would be a good mouthpiece.
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MINUTES
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7 REPORTS FROM EXTERNAL, RELEVANT MEETINGS ACTION

LTW/NW

NW/LTW

13 ITEMS FOR AGENDA OF NEXT MEETING (15th May 2014) ACTION

a. NW will approach Mick Harker again to ask for his attendance to discuss intervention NW

b. website's progress RJ   

c. publicity suggestions and progress ALL

ALL

NW

f. Theme Groups' updates

14 DATE OF NEXT & FUTURE MEETINGS, VENUES ACTION

The next meeting was agreed as Thursday 15th May at 1800hrs venue tbc (NB, ST cannot attend)

Future meetings:

12th June (NB, NW cannot attend)

24th July

21st August

18th September (NB, PG cannot attend)

16th October (PG's birthday - CAKE!)

ST

The Meeting concluded at 2050hrs

ST tabled the notion of using the Committee Room in Uckfield Fire Station.  Although no refreshments available, 

the space carries no charge and is open to the Community.  He will approach the Fire Station to ascertain 

viability.

7th APRIL, FULL COUNCIL MEETING - NW attended for the relevant session. UTC happy with Steering Group but 

Terms of Reference, 8, Finance, 1st bullet point needs re-defining when considering quorum and 'majority 

decision'.  AS suggested that the same principle needs to apply as that of UTC, i.e. majority decision of the 

Steering Group in quorum at a particular meeting.  LTW will re-draft, send to NW for approval prior to 

submitting to UTC for resolution.  Also, it was noted by UTC that the terms of reference for the Steering Group 

referred to ‘notes/minutes’ being taken and it was felt that only minutes of the meetings should be published.   

This was agreed by this Steering Group to omit the word ‘notes’ in the terms of reference . Also, it was agreed 

that a system similar to the Council’s Urgent Consultation Panel could be set up for decisions outside of 

meetings whereby discussion could be had and decisions made by e-mail.

16th APRIL, ANNUAL TOWN MEETING - Cllrs Sparks, Firth & Bryant attended, plus MS & LTW.  Notes attached 

forming Appendix 4

15th APRIL, AGENTS' PANEL WORKSHOP, MP attended, See Appendix 3 for report.

After due consideration of the above, it was agreed that there would a revision to the Terms of Reference to be 

circulated after this meeting

e. feedback from UCTC from NW

d. proposed launch date

5 of 12



Attached to and forming part of Minutes of meeting 17th April 2014

(Appendix 1)

Uckfield Neighbourhood Plan

VISION STATEMENT

l Uckfield is our town.  

l

l

l Education will be encouraged and catered for across all age groups; 

l Our open spaces and green environment will be safeguarded and valued; 

l There will be access to a wide variety of leisure and recreational activities;   

l

l

l There will be an entrepreneurial spirit in which businesses will flourish; 

l Our town will provide opportunities for each and every one of its residents;

l Our transport infrastructure will have improved, be efficient and be sustainable;  

l Uckfield will be a place in which people of all ages and backgrounds value spending time.

It will continue to be vibrant with the character of a small market town and a strong sense of 

community;  this will be shared by the majority of people living in Uckfield;
 People of various backgrounds, qualities and interests will be valued, and their thoughts 

respected without discrimination;

 Green technology will be embraced and all future development will give high priority to 

sustainability;  
Our town will be open to sensitive growth and development; it will not be averse to change;    



Attached to and forming part of Minutes of meeting 17th April 2014

(Appendix 2)

Report from Richard and Madeleine Judge - Retail & Economy

Uckfield High Street retail use survey Saturday 12th April 2014

Sizes* Tiny Small Medium Large Unclassified
East 1 64 16 2 2
West 1 52 12 4 9
Bell Walk 1 3 3 3 2
Church Street 5 4 1 0 0
Totals 8 123 32 9 13 185

Classes A1 A2 A3 Sui Generis B1
East 49 13 18 1 4
West 49 13 11 5 0
Bell Walk 9 0 1 0 2
Church Street 7 3 0 0 0
Totals 114 29 30 6 6 185

Grocery shopping within Uckfield is limited. There is a medium sized Tesco Supermarket in the town centre and a medium size Waitrose 

supermarket in the High Street. In the High Street there is additional convenience shopping available at two petrol stations, one at either end and 2 

newsagents that stock a limited range of essential groceries. (Bread, milk etc). Away from the High Street there is a Tesco Express on the Manor Park 

housing estate and a small sub post office in Ridgewood. There are potential plans for a medium sized purpose built convenience store at the South 

End of town at the Highlands Public house. There is also an empty shop unit on the Fernley Park housing estate. A recent planning application to 

convert this to a flat was refused and it is hoped that this will become a convenience store.

The High Street is well used by locals with a large proportion of the housing within walking distance and the convenience of free parking at Luxford 

Field and other parking nearby. There are 173 shop units (A1, A2, A3) in the High Street offering a variety of goods and services. Most of the units 

are single facia shops with only 9 that could be considered to be large (ie bigger than a double fronted unit). There are 14 empty units representing 

an 8.1% vacancy rate and there are also 9 charity shops. 27 units are given over to A3 (Hot food) amounting to 15.6%. There is also a significant 

proportion of Hair and beauty services that amounts to 9.8% of available units.
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Retail summary Empty 

Shops

Charity 

Shops

Takeaway 

Food

Restaurant Café Hairdresser/ 

Barber/ 

beauty
East 4 6 9 5 3 10
West 7 2 2 4 3 5
Bell Walk 0 1 0 1 0 1
Church Street 3 0 0 0 0 1
Totals 14 9 11 10 6 17
% of shops (A1,A2,A3) 8.1% 5.2% 6.4% 5.8% 3.5% 9.8%

Other Non High street retail
Tesco Supermarket *Size definitions
Bellbrook Tiny - There are a number of shops that are very small.
Halfords Car spares Small - Single shop facia
McDonalds restaurant Medium - Double facia
Windmill Feeds Pet foods Large - More than double fascia
Greens DIY DIY hardware Unclassified - Use specific buildings eg Old Post Office, Cinema, Pubs.
Manor Park
Tesco Express Convenience
The Hair Studio Hairdresser
Fish and Chips takeaway
Dry Cleaners Dry Cleaners

Ridgewood Post Office Post Office 
Fernley Park Empty
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(Appendix 3)

Meeting attended by Michael Pollington

Report on Agents Panel Workshop

Wealden District Council Presentations

of the Delivery of the 

Development of Site Allocations, Changes to Permitted Development and CIL  

The Ashdown Forest  and it’s 7km protection zone were the subject of many questions to the Officers 

and the direct question relating to the will of the council to resolve the issue was met with a categoric 

statement that it was the will of the Officers and Members to resolve the issues and provide the 

necessary SANGS and SAMMS as soon as possible. However it is 2 years since the embargo was 

introduced and the council are only now about to contract with a company to monitor the Forest for 

Nitrogen and the habitat requirements. The best estimates of any results releasing any land for 

development other than strategic sites and extant permissions is 3 years but it may be longer before 

they are able to make any further plans if indeed there is headroom for more deposition in the area.

David Phillips and Duncan Morrison were the officers presenting the policy information. After he had 

left we were informed that David Phillips is to retire in July. Kelvin Williams (Head of Planning) and 

Judith James (Team Leader South) presented updates on Planning Legislation from government, most 

of which does not apply to Uckfield due to the 7km rule.

Some areas that may be of interest are that Extensions to dwellings can be larger under permitted 

development or Prior Notification. Prior notification is a less contentious application and if the 

neighbours do not object then it is granted but it must be completed prior to April 2016. Various 

changes of Use are now permitted development i.e offices to dwellings including flats.  

 I have copies of the presentation if anyone wishes to see one I can get them copied for information.

The meeting was generally informal and an extended form of regular Agents Panel meetings to explain 

the strategy for housing provision within the current plans, the progress of mitigation for 7km 

Ashdown Forest and introduction of the 2013 and latest 6
th

 April 2014 Permitted Development  

brought in by the government.

The Start of the meeting was to discuss Planning Policy and the ongoing work relating to the Core 

Strategy, that document only setting out the basis of sorting out Local Plans.

This in general terms is the gradual replacement of the ‘saved local policies’ and from a housing point 

of view is mainly about the town and village boundaries for development particularly where these 

have been removed.

With regard to Uckfield the planned development site is likely to have Outline applications put to 

Wealden before the end of the year for consideration and determination.

There will also be reviews of the conservation areas, retail allocations and most importantly the 

infrastructure, retail, employment, tourism, environment, design and renewable energy policies.

This work is being undertaken at the present time and should be ready for consultation September 

2014. The anticipated date for adoption is February 2017 and therefore it is assumed that the saved 

policies of 1998 will be in force until then.
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(Appendix 4)

Notes after the Annual Town Meeting 16th April 2014

COUNCILLORS PRESENT, either on top table or in audience (those noticed)

Mayor Ian Smith

Sam Bryant

John Carvey

Louise Eastwood

Helen Firth

Paul Sparks

Jeremy Hallett

CAR PARKING

There was mention of Luxford Car Park expanding to take in part of Luxford field.

Access to the new Railway Car Park

UCKFIELD HIGH STREET IMPROVEMENTS

SECURITY & POLICING

There are movements to close Uckfield Police Station but this would not mean any police force.  There 

would be a monitoring station/smaller premises sought in the town and a dedicated response unit.  It was 

commented that for many years there was talk of closing e.g. Heathfield Police Station but this still has not 

come about.

PC Ruth Hammerton was present and expanded on the question of CCTV particularly in the light that the 

perpetrators have not been arrested for the break-in at George Moss Jewellers. She said that CCTV coverage 

is monitored from Uckfield Police Station and they are happy that the coverage is adequate at this time even 

though their footage could not show details of G Moss’ burglars.  Needs to be noted that CCTV assisted in 

identifying those responsible for the retail fire last year.

This is scheduled to start at the beginning of 2015 once the Master Plan has been confirmed – details on the 

website.

There was talk of this only being an issue very early morning and later in the evening when commuters 

returned from London, but it was noted that at least 2 commuter trains arrive in Uckfield around 6pm, which 

is in the middle of Peak traffic.

Much discussion about this as there was talk of a pedestrian crossing just by the old signal box, which would 

cause congestion particularly at Peak Times when thinking about traffic lights and the pedestrian crossing by 

Sussex Bed Centre leading to Tesco.

Wealden DC may well review the proportion of Long and Short Term parking in the Town, which would have 

an effect on commuters using public car parks thereby taking spaces from the townsfolk.  It was also 

mentioned the need for patrolling the car parks to ensure that users comply with the time they can stay 

without a fine.  At the moment the Town’s car parks are free and carry a 3 hours stay period.

Planning is being sought by Network Rail to build a car park on the footprint of the old station.  Commuters 

would pay a charge.  If approved, this plan could commence construction in the next few months.

If a new supermarket construction is approved there will be associated car-parking but at this stage there is 

no firm plans for an additional supermarket in the Town Centre
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DOG FOULING IN THE AREA

UCKFIELD BOWLS CLUB

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

There will be WCs within the new Bus Station Development

Mentioned that there could be plans afoot to move this to Ridgewood Recreation Ground

         There was mention that the whole Development may have a shortfall to comply with SANGS (Suitable 

Alternative Natural Green Spaces), and that there may be a requirement to take part of Boothland Wood 

(UTC owned) or part of the Millenium Green (not UTC).  This will be investigated by Planning once the 

Developer’s proposal is received.

         It was noted that the Ridgewood Farm Development’s website is STILL not up and running even though 

there was an assurance that it would be done soon after the public meeting of a few months ago.  UTC has 

reminded the Developer and will continue to press them to do so, as the townsfolk need to know what is 

happening.

         Question arose about the possible provision of a small retail unit on the site when the one in Fernley 

Park was not viable and has now closed.  Suitability will be investigated by Wealden/UTC once the 

Developers submit proposals

         It was mentioned that during the consultation Friday/Saturday, the Developer stated as fact that 

Uckfield Community College would be extended, yet (a) no-one knows for sure about this (there are no plans 

in the pipeline) (b) the consensus is that there is insufficient space for an expansion.  Can the Developer be 

trusted for this site when they are feeding the townsfolk misinformation?  Seems there was talk of a 

separate VI form wing for UCC but this is nowhere near fact let alone planning and development.  The whole 

matter of UCC’s capacity / expansion will be discussed during the next round of consultation

         It was also mentioned by more than one audience member that in all honesty the town does not have 

the infrastructure for 1,000 extra homes.  In effect, this could increase the town’s population by 20%, which 

is huge, and Wealden and the Developer appears not to have addressed these issues.

         Question regarding servicing all the new houses with water; investigations concluded that there would 

be sufficient, although no mention of capacity of sewerage/waste/run-off etc

         With 1000 extra properties in the town this would mean ~1500 additional vehicles, which would put a 

huge burden on roads, accessibility, traffic-flow, parking etc – UTC had no final answer for this, just that this 

would be looked into by the Highways Department

RIDGEWOOD FARM DEVELOPMENT – many discussions about this, many meandering, much mention of this 

within other topics, few observations:

         UTC had force-majeure from WDC, they could not refuse the development outright but managed to 

reduce total number of residences from 1250>1000

         HUGE concern re the balance of ‘affordable’ houses-vs-larger (more expensive properties); UTC want 

the affordable ratio to be 35% but there is talk about increasing the % of 4 – 5 bedroom properties from 18 

to 40% - hardly proportionate.  There is a huge need for a greater proportion of smaller properties noting 

affordability, first-time buyers etc.

It appears that the old toilets block by the old signal block has now been sold – much mirth about change of 

use.  As this has only just happened there are no details about the buyer and for what purpose they have 

bought the building.

There needs to be a dedicated dog-warden for the Town.  Ridgewood Recreation ground was mentioned as a 

problem place even though there are bins on the perimeter of the field.  This could be considered within the 

budget

It was noted that there is provision in the budget for extra signs and bins but this needs to be put into place 

sooner rather than later.

WDC has generated an operation but there needs to be enforcement of the bye-laws and certainly fines 

given out to offenders.
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PLANS FOR THE FUTURE OF UCKFIELD

COMMUNICATION WITH THE RESIDENTS

For those with IT capability:

         Websites

         Twitter

         Facebook

‘Paper’ includes:

         Various documents available from UTC, just ask

         Uckfield Voice

         Town Guide

         The annual, free, calendar

Uckfield FM

HOW MUCH NOTICE DOES WEALDEN TAKE OF UTC?

VACANCY

Concern was raised about this issue, i.e. how much clout UTC has when dealing with Wealden DC.  Mayor 

Smith tried to assure us that views of the townspeople and UTC are taken into consideration, but the 

question really remained open as to exactly how much influence the town has on Central Local Government.  

Although, the more voices heard the greater the influence will be.

Brian Marsh from Central Ward has resigned.  There is a need to fill this position – anyone interested?

One highlighted improvement will be renewal of Children’s Play Areas.

There is a 5 years Business Plan, which is in the public domain on the Council’s website, and this outlines 

costings, budgets etc


