
Notes From Ashley Serpis, Town Clerk on Minutes of 14th May 

Assets of Community Value 

The Newtown Action Group recently applied for Selby Meadow to be designated and this was at the 

end of March 2015.  I received a letter (as owners) on the 26th May confirming that the land is 

‘listable’ under the regulations.   

However, whilst there was a recent incentive to try and make pubs easier to put on the asset list, I 

think that the intention was that these pubs would be the only one in the village, rather than one of 

a number of pubs in a town within walking distance of each other.  I have put the link below and it is 

hopeful this will continue through the new Parliament. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/community-pubs 

Transport 

Cycling is on the Town Council’s agenda and that is one of the issues being discussed with the 

landowners of Ridgewood Farm.  The intention is to provide improved foot and cycle path facilities 

from Ridgewood Farm through Victoria and New Barn into the town and beyond.  This was in fact 

discussed further at the Council’s Environment and Leisure Committee on Monday and is part of a 

project that has been going on for some time.  It is also a continuing aspiration in the Councils 

current Business Plan. 

Social Infrastructure 

I am assuming that the ‘Community Hall’ in West Park is the Pavilion which is currently used by the 

Grasshoppers Junior FC for changing (not showers) and storage for their equipment for a monthly 

rent.  We are able to let the tea room occasionally.  Certainly the pavilion was well used during the 

football season and especially last weekend when the Grasshoppers held their annual Sussex Sixes 

Tournament at West Park.  The tea room is not very big and has a very basic ‘kitchen’ but I would not 

call it a ‘Community Hall’ even if I did stretch the interpretation a lot.  The associated changing 

rooms and showers are just that! 

I am unclear as to the concerns regarding the change of use of the Victoria Pavilion.  The cricket club 

has made improvements to the tea room, kitchen and patio area but the pavilion is still used by both 

the cricket and football clubs and we do have a regular hiring for the tea room during the week.   

If the reference is to the change of use to the upstairs part of the pavilion, then it would be helpful 

for the Town Council to know what those concerns are as I think that without doubt the services 

being provided are very much part of the ‘facilities on our doorstep’ being wanted. 

Foresters Hall is NOT underused (apologies for shouting) and in fact it is very well used.  We do 

provide financial information on the income and expenditure and the figures going to the General 

Purposes Committee on Monday show that the income is well up on the budget figure and the hall 

has a significant income over expenditure.  Add to this the rent for the Baptist Chapel and the 

residential rent of the flat, the Foresters ‘complex’ is very well used and profitable.  

With regard to renovation, again there is a report going to the Committee to consider the 

maintenance programme of a number of Council buildings including Foresters, and again whilst the 

report has only recently been published, the background to all this was started some time ago and is 

part of the Town Council’s building maintenance programme. 

Uckfield Festival 

Again only agreed earlier this week, but UTC will be having their own pitch on the ‘Big Day Out‘ so 

will be requiring the gazebo – sorry! 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/community-pubs

