
Uckfield Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
 

Minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting held on Thursday, 
30th June 2016 at 7 p.m. at Uckfield Civic Centre 

 
Present 
John Carvey – Chairman 
Josh Gibbens 
Wendy Tagg 
Richard Judge 
Paul Meakin 
Chris Macve 
 
1.Apologies Sally Major, Martin Steyning, Spike Mayhew, Paul Sparks 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting on the 7th June were approved 
 
3. There were no matters arising 
 
4. Arrangements for The Big Day, 9th July.  Arrangements were discussed and 
it was agreed to meet on the Luxford Field at 8 a.m. JC to check the situation 
regarding a gazebo. 
 
5. Consultants Update 
JC had been in touch with Action in Rural Sussex and arranged for a consultant to 
come along and give a presentation and answer any questions the Steering 
Group may have.  This would be a separate event and not included in a 
committee meeting.   The original consultant had not replied to the approach 
made.   It was agreed that professional advice was now required.  JC to arrange 
date and inform everyone.  Holly Goring the new Town Clerk was interested and 
had asked to be kept informed.    
 
6. Reports 
Housing – PM reported that he would be updating records regarding housing 
policies but no major changes were to be made. 
 
Transport – RJ suggested that walking should be included as a mode of 
transport and this was agreed. 
 
Social Infrastructure and Youth – PM reported he was following through with 
the Kings Church and School regarding setting up questions and this will be done 
as a survey which could be completed by  young people online.   It was suggested 
that Mitch at Holy Cross should also be contacted with a view to including the 
youth group at the Church. 
 
Environment 
WT reported that there were a few items to be fixed on the map. It was flagged 
up that things may be affected by Brexit and this should be kept in mind. 
 



Retail – PM reported there had been little change, everywhere appeared to be in 
slow decline this did not just apply to Uckfield. 
 
RJ asked about the inclusion of employment in this section –  this was discussed. 
It was mentioned that on previous consultations no one had commented  on 
employment and it had therefore been dropped.  CM stated that local 
employment had a massive effect on social infrastructure.  Comments were also 
made that not a lot of land was available for large businesses to set up. 
 
WT suggested that perhaps the public should be prompted for information 
regarding this. 
 
JG suggested using Facebook as a means to obtain information along the lines of 
‘what would you like to see in Uckfield?’  
 
It was generally considered that the net for comments should be spread wider, 
for example Facebook and the Chamber of Commerce, shops etc. 
 
RJ Having now got the basic policies in place should we go back and ask the 
public for comments, ie a second data capture on the precise details. 
 
The committee agreed it was essential to move forward and were looking 
forward to the meeting with the consultant when queries could be answered. 
 
7.Social Media 
WT circulated her report – a copy attached to these minutes 
 
8. Storage of Electronic Documents 
WT explained the current situation as to how these documents are stored to a 
central location. 
 
9. Policies and Comments – already covered 
 
10. New Members – Sally Major 
 
11. Eastbourne Road Planning Application and Updates The Highlands and 
The Dene  
JC – Eastbourne Road had been considered by the Town Council and was now up 
to Wealden for a decision 
Updates on The Highlands and The Dene not available. 
 
12. Update on Development Money 
RJ had enquired in a email to JC regarding the provision of public Toilets.  It was 
not the setting up but the running expenses that were the problem. 
 
13 Treasurers Report 
PM reported that after the stand for The Big Day had been paid and cheque 
issued to RJ the net balance was £14,595.27 
 



14 Any Other Business – None 
 
15. Date of the next meeting -  No date was made as JC was going to arrange 
visit from the Consultant before any committee meeting arranged. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20.20 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Date ……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
 


