
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 14th May 2015 

Uckfield Civic Centre 
 

Present  
Richard Judge 
Madeleine Judge 
Cllr Paul Sparks 
Josh Gibbens 
Wendy Tagg 

Sharon Seaborne 
Cllr Spike Mayhew 
Cllr Ian Smith 
Cllr Helen Firth 
Martyn Stenning 

 

Apologies 
Ashley Serpis 
Sam Lear 
Penny Heath 
 

1. Introductions 
No introductions were made. All were welcomed by the chair. 

 

2. Minutes of meeting 26th March 2015 
The minutes of the 26th of March were agreed with minor spelling corrections made 
to the names of those in attendance. 

 

3. Assets of community value regarding the Highlands Inn. 
An initial letter sent in April by Richard has not received a response as of 

14/05/2015. 

 

 It was reported that email contact with Kelly Sharp was sporadic. 

 It was felt that the decision as of to whether it should be an asset of 

community value should be considered separately to the outstanding appeal 

in regards to the development of a supermarket on the car park.  

 If the landowner sold the pub it would have to be offered to the council, if it 

were an “asset of community value”. 

 It was reported that every pub in Lewes is listed as an “asset of community 

value”, and that this information can be found on Wealden District Council’s 

website. 

 

Action: Richard will ring Kelly Sharp. 

 

 

4. SHELAA- Strategic Housing & Economic Land Availability Assessment 



A number of comments were made about possible development sites, a summary of 

these are below: 

 

 The UNPSG has no control over what is built on the edges of town eg 

Framfield. There is also a possibility that the industrial estate next to the 

Millennium Green may expand. Land at Horsted Pond Farm is a possibility for 

development. Some of this land may become economic land, instead of 

housing. RJ 

 It was reported that Framfield has lifted its development boundaries. No 

development should be allowed that increases traffic on Framfield Road. We 

need to hold onto as much land as we can, otherwise we risk losing the 

character of Uckfield. HF 

 No more infilling is allowed on Manor Park. PS 

 It was asked whether the land to meet the SANGS requirement will be 

moved. The answer from Welbeck was “no”. WDC say they’re looking for an 

alternative site however. Wealden could create the SANGS and Welbeck 

would pay for it later. IS/HF. 

Action point: The housing group to identify at any changes that would make the 

sites potentially suitable for development. 

5. Reports from sub-groups 
Those in attendance analysed and debated the feedback from the “Neighbourhood 

planning event” from the 7th of March. 

 

Housing:  

 

 With regard to increased infrastructure (Doctors Surgeries, schools, shops 

etc.) You’ve to look at the infrastructure delivery program. If NHS England say 

we don’t need it then they won’t build it. RJ  

 Car ports are more effective than garages PS. There was concern that they’d 

be grouped together, it was reported that in Redhill this has encouraged 

people to park on the kerbs.  

 Could the developers not build bigger garages? 

 

Transport: 

 A wider junction at the Boots traffic lights. 

 We need more cycle routes like in Brighton. MS. The width of the roads 

doesn’t allow for cycle paths. RJ. 

 Dualling the Uckfield bypass, opposition due to the noise and pollution. PS. A 

slip-road onto the Bridge (near Lake Wood) would have been useful. HF. 

 If further developments in the area are approved the A22 will need to 

expand. Kelly Sharp had previously informed Richard Judge that “there are no 

plans to upgrade the bypass.” 



 There is a report due to come out shortly regarding electrification of the rail 

line. Dualling the line is a priority. Concerns about environmental impact as 

compared to diesel. IS/MS 

 

Social Infrastructure: 

 The Community Hall isn’t used in West Park and could be one possible 

option. Fernley Park’s empty retail space could be converted into a 

community space. JG et al. 

 Cycling should go onto the town councils agenda. MS 

 We’d all like a doctor’s surgery and other facilities on our doorstep.  

 No mention of Victoria Park, only Luxfords Field in regards to Green Spaces. It 

was noted that the change of use of Victoria Pavillion was a loss of a 

community resource although providing much needed day care services for 

the town. 

 Foresters Hall underused and in need of renovation. HF/JG 

 

Environment: 

 Green areas are well liked across the town, there is a desire to protect these 

as much as possible. There are strong concerns about the impact of 

development on areas such as Boothland Wood. WT 

 Could a river way path be built from Hempstead Meadows towards Isfield? 

Concerns from the Environment Agency about flash flooding. There are 

access difficulties, owing to land ownership. There is a community right to 

buy which could be used to try to purchase the connecting land when it goes 

up for sale. RJ No active committee for Hempstead Meadows. Concerns 

about noise and vandalism. Flood Prevention a concern. MS, PS, HF & RJ. 

 There are huge concerns about the impact of Ridgewood Farm. WT 

 

Retail: 

 There was strong opposition to any development on the Highlands car park in 

Ridgewood.  

 There is support for the local Post Office in Ridgewood.  

 There were some concerns from members of the public about the effect of 

removing high-street parking. These were fewer than expected bearing in 

mind recent events. MJ 

 There was the desire for another small supermarket or equivalent within in 

the town. There will not be another large supermarket however. IS 

 

Youth: 

 Ridgewood Park & West Park were very popular according to the comments 

received.  



 Activities such as tennis, football, and duck feeding and dog walking were all 

mentioned. 

Action: To speak to Beth & Harry on the Youth Council. 

 

6. Volunteers for Social Media 
It was decided after a short discussion that one member of each sub-group would be 
made an editor on the Facebook page. 

 

7. Uckfield Festival 
It was decided to email everyone on the mailing list requesting volunteers for the 
pitch on the Big Day. Madeline confirmed that this had been paid for. A gazebo and 
table are needed for the Big Day out it was discussed as of to whether the council 
would be able to provide these? 
 
Action: To source a gazebo and tables. 
 

8. Other Publicity 

It has been confirmed that the UNPSG can put posters on the board in the Civic 
Centre. Posters and notices will be put up around town, in addition to leaflets being 
distributed. 

 
9. Social Media roundup 

Wendy reported that likes/follows on Social Media had increased. The reach of the 
group’s posts had also significantly increased. Popular posts focused around 
Ridgewood Bowling Green, comments about housing and pubs. 

 

10.  Finance Report and payments due 
Madeleine confirmed that a sum for extra publicity materials had been paid for. She 
informed the group that she was angry that someone questioned the groups 
finances at a recent council meeting and that the “accounts are always open and 
transparent”. Paul Sparks who was at the meeting said he was also surprised that it 
was brought up in this way. A unanimous vote of confidence was held in support of 
Madeleine and her role handling the accounts for the group. 

  
11. Time and Date for next meeting 

It was decided to bring the next meeting forward because of the Big Day out. 
 
Next Meeting Thursday 4th June 19:00pm 
 
MJ to book room through UTC. 

  


